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my mom that night on our 
way home, which is... as I 
enter through the doors of 
the club I always say a qui- 
et “thank you” and think 
of the three boys that I 
never had the good fortune 
to meet, but will always 
consider my friends. 

At the club, I had the op- 
portunity to read Mr. Ray 
Hickey’s book, “Don’t Tell 
Me It Can't Be Done” and 
Mr. Hickey shares a story 
of our own guardian angel, 
Linda Hickey who started 
her legacy of giving as a 
young girl on the Little 
League field. As her dad 
would coach, she would 
pick up trash. For each full 
bag, she would get a snow 
cone. Ms. Hickey grew up 
in an environment of giv- 
ing led by her mother and 
father. Growing up with 
such a constant example 
made her want to give 
back. 

Some of the kids that go 
to the Boys & Girls Club 
do not have that constant 
example in their homes. 
Many kids, like myself, do 
learn about giving back, 
down the street at their 
local Boys & Girls Club. 
They grow up, as I did, 
seeing the generosity of 
the volunteers who help 
them with their home- 
work, or coach their sports 
teams. We learn about 
giving as we grow up and 
realize that it is the gener- 
ous financial contributions 


of strangers that help keep 


the lights on, the heat go- 
ing, and pay for the equip- 
-ment we use at our Boys 
& Girls Clubs. As we get 
older, we will be the adults 
filling these seats. We will 


be giving back to our com- 
munity due in part to the 
example that you are set- 
ting for us here tonight. 
A lesson we may not have 
learned if our local Boys & 
Girls Club was not there 
for us growing up. 

I am going to put that 
lesson to work tonight, 
I want to help my Boys 
& Girls Club continue to 
make a difference in the 
lives of kids like me and 
the 25,000 other kids 
served and saved by the 
Boys & Girls Club. I have 
saved up my money from 
my paper route and baby- 
sitting and would like to 
give tonight. In the years 
to come, I plan to work 
hard and raise my earn- 
ings to continue to give to 
my Boys & Girls Club. 

As you walk across the 
gym at the JWR Club, 
there is a quote painted 
on the floor from Mr. Ray 
Hickey, who had made 
our gym possible for all 
the kids at the club. As I 
see this quote every day, 
it inspires me to think 
and want to do more for 
the club and our commu- 
nity, as it notes: “What we 
need here is a little less 
wishbone and a little more 
backbone.” ~ 

Who else is going to 
have the backbone that 
our clubs need, and join 
me in making a difference 
tonight? 

The Kids need the J ack, 
Will and Rob Boys & Girls 
Club, I need the Boys & 
Girls Club. 


